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15th Sunday- B 2015 
Deacon Pat Hall 
AMOS 7:12-15; EPHESIANS 1:3-14; MARK 6:7-13 

 
Homilies are vehicles for breaking open the Word of God.  First read the Sunday 
readings at http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/071215.cfm 
 
Like the prophets and the disciples we are called and sent. 
 
Church bells call us to worship and we are sent forth with singing and 
procession. 
 
But, we are common folk. 
 
Like Amos, we may be occupied with the duties of ordinary life.   
Others, like the disciples, are chosen and prepared before being sent out. 
God is not limited by how he chooses or how he sends.   
It is our loving duty and privilege to respond as He prompts in big things 
and little.   
 
I can’t even say “little” without reflecting on the “little way to holiness” as 
lived by St. Therese of Lisieux. 
 
It is finding the divine in the common and making the common divine. 
 
We find that in our readings today. 
 
After hearing Amos’ response to “Go prophesy,” we heard St. Paul’s song of 
praise.i   
We mere creatures are chosen to be adopted children of the creator of the 
universe.   
We are blessed, made for holiness, destined, redeemed, forgiven, graced, 
informed of God’s will, sealed with the Holy Spirit and are God’s very 
possession.   
All because God loves us… and all for his glory. 
 
Talk about the common being brought into the divine…  coming out of this 
song of praise we are left with the sense of being with the grand, of the 
transcendent. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/amos/7:12
http://www.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/1:3
http://www.usccb.org/bible/mark/6:7
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/071215.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/amos/7:12
http://www.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/1:3
http://www.usccb.org/bible/mark/6:7
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/071215.cfm
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But then the tenor changes in the Gospel of Mark.   
It sounds to me like the start of a workday at the plant or the office.   
The disciples are given their work detail.  
 
-Go in twos. 
-Take this; don’t take that.   
-Take what you need to do the job.   
-Don’t be slowed down by what is not needed.   
-Be efficient and focused. 
- Don’t waste time.   
-Establish your base of operations.   
-If your work isn’t effective there, move on to where it will be. 
 
At the end of these instructions and preparations we hear the conclusion in 
two sentences. 
 
 So they went off and preached repentance. 
 The Twelve drove out many demons, and they anointed with oil 
 many who were sick and cured them. 
 
It just hit me how matter-of-factly this was all reported.  Just like it was on 
a daily work report:   
 July 11 (12): 
  preach- check 
  drive out demons- check 
  anoint- check 
   cure- check 
 
It’s made to sound so common. 
 
But, there is so much grand and divine going on. 
 
These twelve men were living in a way they had never imagined.   
They are all called away from their chosen professions to follow this 
charismatic rabbi about the countryside.   
But, they found Jesus to be more than a rabbi.   
They hear him preach about his heavenly Father.   
They are instructed in a divine will that is beyond their understanding.  
Imagine the “first being last and the last being first”.   
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They witness Jesus’ miracles and healings.   
In turn, they are to do the same.   
They are given authority over unclean spirits, spirits who normally would 
have the power to inflict ill upon humans. 
 
They are being sent out into danger, going by two’s for protection, but also 
for the judicial power of providing two witnesses under Jewish law for any 
successful prosecution of evil offenses.ii 
 
They are to trust the providence of God… and the hospitality of man… in 
going forth without provisions. 
 
Their very identity is given to them as imitating the person of Jesus Christ.  
Even when it is beyond understanding, the instruction to do as Jesus does 
is clear and empowering. 
 
Their identity is our identity:  to be a “community that is sent; we are to 
“travel light” and to proclaim the word in freedom and fearlessness.   
Like Jesus we are to confront the power of evil and serve as an agent of 
God’s healing power.”iii … 
 
… and of course, make it all sound like it is just a day’s work. 
 
It is finding the divine in the common and making the common divine. 
 
We continue that day’s work when we, his chosen, his adopted, respond to 
his call, his call to his altar, where common bread and wine are 
transformed into the majesty of Jesus’ true presence, his body and blood, 
soul and divinity.   
We come together into communion with that divine love.   
We then take and share that love into the commonness of our world. 
 
For the Glory of God, may our daily report say that we shared the Good 
Word, stood up against evil and provided healing consolation for those in 
need. 

 

 
 

i Graziano Marcheschi, MA, DMin with Nancy Seitz Marcheschi, Workbook for 
Lectors, Gosepel Readers and Proclaimers of the Word, 2012.  P. 207 
ii John R. Donahue, S.J. and Daniel J. Harrington, S.J., The Gospel of Mark, Sacra Pagina, 
p. 190 
iii ibid, p. 194 


